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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-6 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mukawa 
(US 5,862,120). 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 12, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) apparatus for centering an 
information medium (101) on a turntable, the apparatus comprising: 

a fitting member (4) for receiving the information medium (101) via a substantially 
central aperture (102) thereof; one or more resiliently deformable members (12) located adjacent 
the inner rim of said substantially central aperture (102), when an information medium (101) is 
loaded on said turntable; and a movable locking member (19) cooperatively arranged relative to 
said one or more resiliently deformable members (12); said movable locking member (19) being 
arranged and configured to move, in use, between a first position in which it exerts little or no 
pressure on said one or more resiliently deformable members (12) and a second position in 
which a generally radial force is exerted thereby on said one or more resiliently deformable 
members (12) such that said one or more resiliently deformable members (12) exert a 
corresponding centering force on said inner rim of said substantially central aperture (102) of 
said information medium (101). 
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4. Regarding claim 2, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) apparatus, wherein the fitting member (4) 
comprises a stationary portion, at least a portion of which is formed of a ferrous metal. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) apparatus, wherein the movable locking 
member (19) has a sliding cam (22) formed thereon, or integrally therewith, which siiding cam 
(22) is cooperatively arranged relative to the one or more resiliently deformable members (12). 

6. Regarding claim 4, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) apparatus, wherein the movable locking 
member (19) arranged to move in a generally vertical direction relative to the plane of an 
information medium (101) when in use. 

7. Regarding claim 5, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable for a data storage drive, the 
turntable including information medium centering apparatus, and further comprising a motor 
having a spindle which is communicably coupled with said fitting member (4). 

8. Regarding claim 6, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable, comprising a disc setting 
surface (3) for receiving an information medium (101). 

9. Regarding claim 8, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable, wherein the one or more 
resiliently deformable members (12) extend upwardly fi-om a lip portion located radially 
inwardly from the circumference of the disc setting surface. 

10. Regarding claim 9, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable, fiirther comprising means 
(104) for pressing down on an information medium (101) when in use. 

11. Regarding claim 10, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable, wherein the clamping 
member (104) includes at least one magnet means (9) for attracting a corresponding ferrous 

portion of said movable locking member (19), thereby to cause movement thereof, in use. 
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12. Regarding claim 11, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) a turntable, wherein said fitting member 
(4) includes magnetic means for attracting the clamping member (104) and therefore increasing 
the pressure exerted thereby on the information medium (101) when in use. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claim 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mukawa (US 
5,862,120) in view of Koshino (USPub 2006/0184957). 

15. Regarding claim 7, Mukawa shows (Fig. 1-23) all the features described, supra, but does 
not show a peripheral friction sheet. 

Koshino shows (Fig. 1) a peripheral friction sheet (8). 

It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the turntable of Mukawa 
with the peripheral friction sheet of Koshino in order to prevent disc slippage. 

Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Joe Feild, can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Mark Blouin/ 

Primary Examiner of Art Unit 2627 

Mark Blouin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 
August 11,2009 



